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own ; he had asserted his native strength, and
was about to put himself in open rivalry with
the older trading peoples of the Continent. The
days of his pupilage were nearing their end ;
and in every branch of effort he was showing
the strength of manhood. In literature, arts,
learning, trade, discovery, he was in future to
be included with the foremost races.

CHAPTER  VII.

TRADE  IN  ELIZABETHAN TIMES.
1558-1603.

DREAMS of empire followed dreams of trade.
Spain had conquered, but had abused the rights
of conquest. England would set the example
of conquest on principles of humanity, and
elevate the conquered races, not degrade and
enslave them. The national imagination had
been awakened to romance and adventure.
From the sturdy lethargy of the English
character had sprung a great intellectual force
that was strengthening England's claim to
world attention. In all that she attempted she
now excelled. Not only were trade and com-
merce being developed on sounder lines than
by the countries that had formerly loomed so
much greater in these things, but in the in-
tellectual expansion revealed in the works of
some of the Elizabethan dramatists even the
literature of the classic lands was surpassed;
and in the higher things that constitute in-